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REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR 


The Week ending the 5th May 1877. 


In its opening editorial, headed “ The New Cesses,” the Bhdrat FA 

Sangskarak, of the 23rd April, writes the following :—* Our readers MSY April 23rd, 1877. 
recollect that Lord Northbrook had kept a separate account in his budget 
under the -heading ‘ Extraordinary Public Works.’ His object was to 
horrow some crores of rupees for the excavation of canals and tanks, for 
the construction of roads, railways, and so forth, and then to liquidate that 
debt from the yearly surplus income. It is evident that Lord Northbrook 
would not have consented to contract such a heavy debt unless he had 
foreseen the extreme necessity of this measure. The present Government 
has, however, not included the extraordinary account in the budget. The 
question now is, what are the means adopted for supplying the wants for 
which this account was included in the budget of Lord Northbrook? The 
Government of India is not now prepared to do anything in the matter; but 
it has recommended the local Government to adopt some measures for this end. 
Two Bills have been presented to the Bengal Legislative Council ; and, first of 
all, it is proposed to impose a new tax on theland. Baboo Kristo Dass Pal, the 
editor of the Hindu Patriot, which is the mouthpiece of the zemindars, has raised 
some objections against the Bills. His argument is that, by the permanent 
settlement, the Government plainly led the zemindars to understand that 
no other tax should be imposed on lands than their fixed rents ; and when the 
road cess was introduced, Sir George Campbell distinctly declared that no 
more land tax should be levied on the people. By the introduction of the pro- 
posed cesses, however, both the former pledges are violated. In our opinion, 
if there had been no permanent settlement of land rents in this country, the 
Government would not have been obliged so frequently to impose new taxes. 
The land in this country is the principal source of the revenues of Government. 
But as in Bengal it is not expected to increase them from this source, the 
Government cannot but have recourse to the imposition of new taxes when 
its obliged to meet any additional expenditure. When the permanent 
settlement was made, the zemindars entered into pledges to meet such 
expenditure; but they have not acted according to their promises. Conse- 
quently, unless the Government makes some new arrangement, there is no 
alternative left to cover such expenses.” The editor then says that as these 
assertions are true and reasonable on the one hand, so there are some 
objections to the imposition of the proposed new taxes on the other. The first 
objection is, that our Government adopts no definite measures respecting its 
expenditure ; and it is not desirable to help any Government with money, which 
oes not endeavour to make a reasonable reduction in its expenditure, when 
the means are at hand. The second objection is that, whenever any tax is 
imposed on the land, the poor ryot has to bear almost the whole burden of 
it ultimately. ‘Will the zemindar pay the tax from his own pocket? He 


will doubtless realize it by some indirect means from the tenants. The 


third and the last objection is that, very recently, two kinds of taxation have 
already been imposed on the land. Owing to the existence of the permanent 
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settlement in Bengal, the Government repeatedly casts eager looks up, 
the land. But what will it do with regard to the other provinces of India? 
The writer then asks, whether it were not better for the Government, instead 
of introducing into each province a separate system of taxation, to make ome 
provision in the budget to meet additional expenses P Lord Northbrook had 
a separate “surplus” account in his budget. If that wise course had beep 
continued, the necessity for any additional demands would net have occurreg 
But as money is now required, the local Government has been directed to raise 
it; and the most easy means of supplying the demand has been adopted by 
the imposition of new cesses; which may, however, have the effect of opening 
a wide door of oppression on the poor ryots. In conclusion, the writer ask 
what great loss could have occurred from the want of public works, that has 
led to the imposition of such unjust and oppressive cesses on the poor? A, 
effort might have been made at first to raise the amount required by a judi. 
cious reduction of expenditure. If that had failed, it might even have bee) 
better to impose reasonable duties on articles of trade. But if the Qoy. 
ernment of Bengal resolves not to withdraw from the introduction of the pro. 
posed new cesses, it should at least allow the people opportunity to give an 
expression of their opinion. 


2. In reviewing the events of the past Bengali year 1283, the 
Sahachar remarks, that it commenced at a very inauspicious moment. Various 
calamities, such as the famine in the Deccan and the flood and the storm. 
wave in the eastern districts of Bengal, attended its course. On the first 
day of the year Lord Lytton became the Viceroy of India, and various 
expectations were raised by some of his early measures. But the expression 
of his political views on the occasion of the grand Durbar held at Delhi, 
in the Senate: house, and in Lucknow, has altogether disappointed us. Lord 
Lytton is not a statesman of the first water. We confess that he is a great 
and learned man, and gifted with poetical genius, but he is not an able 
politician. Had he been so, he would not have made an enemy of the 
Ameer of Cabul. Of the events of the last year, the principal one was the 
grand Delhi Durbar. Immense sums of money were spent on the occasion; 
but what good has resulted from it? In connection with the Educational 
Department, several changes have taken place; a_ serious loss has been 
sustained in the death of Mr. Woodrow, the Director of Public Instruction. 
The writer recurs to the mention of the oppressive and high-handed proceed- 
ings of such men as Messrs. Kirkwood and Clay, and says that the events in 
connection with their names will never be forgotten by his readers. 


3. The Ranga Hitotsht and Tipperah Prakash, is a new weekly, just 
issued from the daliapara Road Suburban Press in Bhowanipore, under the 
management of Baboo Kailas Chunder Singh. While, as its first title implies, 
it purposes to deal generally with all subjects of importance to Bengal, it 
will have special regard for the interests of Tinperah. With respect to this 
province, the present number only refers to the practice of the sale and 


mortgage of slaves, which, it is hoped, the Government of Bengal will use 
its efforts to abolish. 


4. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 25th April, says that the introduction 
of the new cesses into this country will press very heavily on the poor ; besides 
that, it will break the solemn pledges of Government in connection with 
the permanent settlement. It is not at all just to levy new cesses while the 
people are groaning under those already imposed. 
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5, The Bishwa Suhrid, of the 25th April, writes that as the British 
Government most generously imparts high and liberal education to the natives, 
‘+ ought also to open to them the higher offices in the State; otherwise it 
gill fix a stigma on its fair fame. “ Any assertion, to the effect that we are not 
set competent to be entrusted with respectable and responsible positions 1n 
‘he State, will render them justly liable to open censure. uat we most 
earnestly and humbly desire is that native civilians should be ranked with 
those of their own country. It is also desirable that a higher tone of education 


should be accorded us.” 


6. In its opening editorial, the Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 26th 
April, remarks that subjects should pay rents in proportion to the advantages 
they enjoy. ‘The king secures the welfare of his subjects by spreading useful 
education, by improving trade, both internal and external, and also by estab- 
lishing peace throughout the country. Mr. Reynolds says that the people 
of India pay but little in the way of taxes compared with thost of other 
countries; but, in our opinion, the Government receives a much larger sum 
than what is expended for the improvement of the country and for the comforts 
and conveniences of its inhabitants. The Presidency Magistrates’ Act has 
recently been introduced ; and that it is an oppressive measure on the people 
our rulers cannot deny. We are a peace-loving and loyal race; and whence 
could have arisen the necessity for enhancing the power of the Magistrates 
to govern us more harshly ? The expenses incurred by our Government for 
the spread of education are not by any means larger than those incurred by 
other Governments for a similar purpose. The railway and telegraph lines 
in this country are also very few when compared with those of other countries. 
And various other proofs may be adduced to show that we do not receive 
benefits in proportion to the revenues and taxes we pay.” 


7. In writing of the proposed new cesses, the Bharat Mihir, of the 
26th April, says that their introduction will serve to increase the disaffec- 
tion already existing between the landlord and the tenant; and if the majority 
of the refractory ryots refuse to pay the rent, the road cess, and the proposed 
new cesses, most of the petty and poor landholders, who will have to pay the 
whole sum from their own pockets, will be ruined. On the other hand, an 
increase of cesses will be attended with an increase of oppression on the part 
of zemindars in various places. Hence it might be preferable to revive the 
oldincome-tax. Few persons will grudge to pay a little out of their monthly 
incomes; while many will suffer much when required to pay the rent, the 
road cess, and the irrigation cess. ‘ We are not advocates of the income-tax, 
_ but we think it preferable to the proposed new cesses.” 


8. In its opening article, the Samdéj Durpan, of the 27th April, writes 
that the enemies of the natives of Bengal are increasing in proportion to the 
development of their intellect and knowledge. Those, who express an earnest 
willingness to promote their welfare, inwardly cherish malicious feelings 
towards them, and do not hesitate to give expression to them when oppor- 
tunities occur. This cannot indeed reduce the intelligence and learning of 
the Bengalis ; but it may throw obstacles in the way of their advancement 
inposition. Were not the natives of Bengal a mild and quiet race, open 
hostilities and bloodshed might have ensued between them and their enemies. 

he English exaggerate their faults; and this frequently ends in unjust 
aspersions on their character. The number of those who malign us is 
gradually increasing, and the cause is palpable: extreme selfishness and 
the attendant love of wealth have rendered the English more blind than any 
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nation on the face of the earth, and for this reason they cannot long retain 
friendship with other people. 

9. In another very long article, the same paper says that, English. 
men who, in their native country, are little better than paupers, no Sooner get 
foot in India than they become very fortunate and enter upon the posseggio, 
of immense wealth and power. Notwithstanding the absence of wisdom 9, 
knowledge, they obtain high and respectable positions, and thus not unfte. 
quently become arbiters of the fate of the natives. — 

10. The Hducation Gazette, of the 27th April, says that the Gover. 
ment would do well if, instead of abolishing the Bethune Female School, 
it endeavours to improve it and attract more pupils. 

ll. The Grambdrtd Prakashikd, of the 28th April, writes that the 
treatment which the Ameer of Cabul has received at the hands of the Vice. 
roy has become unbearable to him, and consequently has led him to take 
shelter under the banners of Russia, which otherwise he would not have done. 
Being a Mussulman, he would doubtless have taken the side of Turkey. 
But he may yet come back and leave the cause of Russia, if even now he be 
generously dealt with by Lord Lytton. If friendly feelings are not cherished 
between the Ameer and the English, or if war takes place, India will be 
ruined both in wealth and men. The English Government has found out 
a ready means for draining the resources of this country, by picking up an 
unnecessary quarrel with the Ameer ona very trifling cause. The Government 
of India has lately sent up forty or forty-five lakhs of rupees from the Bombay 
treasury ; and this fact has led many to suppose that a war will soon take 
place on the frontiers of Hindustan. 


12. With regard to the projected new cesses, the Sddhdrani, of the 


29th April, writes that the Lieutenant-Governor has determined, that the 
owners of lands, through which the canals may flow, shall pay the new cess, 
whether the water of the canals be used or not. We think that, for the 
first two years, the tax should be imposed and levied only on lands in the 
vicinity of the canals; and after the lapse of this period, the money should 
be returned to such as have not availed themselves of them. After which, 
those only who would apply for water should be required to pay the cess. 

13. The Dacca Prakash, of the 29th April, prays the Government to 
give up the project of introducing the proposed new taxes into Bengal, and 
adduces some arguments to show that the imposition of these taxes on the 
country is not necessary nor reasonable. The money required for. the 
excavation of canals and for the construction of railways, &c., may be raised 
by the reduction of expenditure in the various departments of the State. 

14. The Soma Pakdsh, of the 80th April, writes that, while our rulers 
have almost put a stop to the ravages of wild beasts in this country, they 
do not seek to check the oppression of beasts in human form. Ver 
recently Mr. Stéelke, a tea planter in Darjeeling, so severely kicked his 
tailor, owing to some impertinent answer given by him to a lady, who 
pointed out some fault in his work, that the man died the day following. 
Mr. Stéelke went directly to the Commissioner of Darjeeling, as soon as he 
received the information of the tailor’s death. But, as usual, after the 
post-mortem examination, it was certified that the deceased died of a rupture 
of the spleen ; and we hear the gentleman has been released on bail. Wea: 
our rulers whether a native would have been so released, if, by severe and cruel 
blows, he had put a European to death ? or, whether a country can be sail 
to be rizhtly and impartially governed, where there is no adequate punishment 
inflicted on such offenders ? and whether the virtues, however great, of a ruler 
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may not be stained by such a fault? The Europeans in this country, 
eceiving no punishment adequate to their offences, have doubtless been 
encouraged to commit such grave crimes; and these cast a permanent blot 
on the character of British rule. : | 

15. In writing of the proposed new cesses, the editor of the same 
paper says that, what he had foretold of the result of the remonstrances 
against the introduction of the new cesses, has been realized. The Lieute- 
napt-Governor has rejected all the objections raised at the meeting of the 
Indian Association on the 19th of April. His Honor, moreover, referred 
to the readiness, with which any proposal for the introduction of a new cess, is 
met by a cry, that it involves an infraction of the permanent setilement—a 
measure to which he himself would not consent, though in some quarters a 
rescission of the settlement had been spoken of. ‘* We do not, however, under- 
stand the use of adding the latter clause. Does His Honor mean to hold out 
a threat, that the permanent settlement will be recalled, if the Association goes 
any further in its remonstrances against the introduction of the new cesses ? 
But whatever his object may be, His Honor has declared his unwillingness 
to impose any new cesses; only in this matter he is compelled to meet the 
requirements of the Government of India. The party, on whom the burden 
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of the tax will fall, will, of course, be greatly displeased; and he thinks it 


would be well therefore to lay it on those only, who would be really benefited 
by the excavation of canals and the construction of railways. We do not, 
however, consider this conclusion so reasonable; because no advantage can 
possibly be derived by those who live in the Sunderbuns, or in the low lands 
of Bengal, from canals or railways; and yet they will be required to pay the 


tax. Besides, if the new cess were to be only an enhancement of the 


existing road cess, we cannot understand why duties on articles of trade 
should not be increased. This would affect only a very few. Again, when 
the permanent settlement was made by Lord Cornwallis, zemindars were 
bound by it to construct embankments and other public works; but their 
neglect compels the Government to adopt the necessary measures, and 
hence it is obliged to impose new cesses. But this also does not appear 
consistent with reason; if the zemindars do not do as they ought, they 
should be compelled to do so under the terms of the Embankment Act. It 
is not at all just to violate the terms of the permanent settlement, and 
impose taxes on ryots, because the zemindars neglect to do their duties.” 

16. The Sambdd Bhaskar, of the 30th April, in a very lengthy article, 
writes, that though the Government has largely enhanced the duties on 
liquors, it is sold in increasingly large quantities every year. It is not only 
used largely by Hindus, but by all classes. And as it seems impossible to 
check indulgence in it entirely, the Government would do well to seek other 
means to prevent the excessive use of it. In England, any man, who sells or 
gives wine to another, who shows some signs of intoxication, is duly punished. 
If this most beneficial rule were introduced into this country, much good 
might doubtless accrue therefrom. 

17. The editor of the Behur Bundhu, in drawing the attention of its 
readers to the Government orders, by which the price to be paid to cultiva- 
tors for the next crop of poppy is to be reduced, advises the ryots to 
petition against it; and the zemindars to help in the matter, since the 
advances ultimately come into their hands. | 
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List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending 


the 5th May 1877. 
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Name. 


Place of publication. 
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Monthly, weekly, 
or otherwise. 


i ‘*Rungpore Dik Prakash’’... 
‘“ Bhérat Sangskérak ” 

“ Banga Hitaishi” aes 
‘‘ Sahachar ” “ss 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 |‘ Hindu Ranjika”’ 
6 | * Bishwa Suhric ” ee 
7 |“ Amrita Bazér Patriké”’ ... 
& | ‘* Bharat Mibir’’ 
9 | ‘‘ Samaj Darpan ” 
10 | ** Education Gazette’’ sa 
11 | “ Moorshedabad Patrika ” 
12 | ‘“‘ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi ” 
13 | ‘* Pratikar ”’ a 
14 | “ Hindu Hitoishini’’ ¥i 
15 | “ Grémbarté Prakashika om a 
16 | “ Sulabha Samachar ”’ 
17 | “ Sédharani’’ 
18 | “ Howrah Hitakari’’ 
19 | “ Dacca Prakash ” 
20 | “Soma Prakash ”’ 
21 | “ Sambid Bh&skar ”’ 
92 | “ Samachar Chandriké ” 
23 


24 | “* Samb4d Prabhakar ’’ 


25 | “ Bangabidhya Prakéshika”’ 
26 | “ Urdu Guide” (in Urdu)... 
27 | * Behar Bandhu” (in Hindi) 
28 | ** Jam-Jahin-numa ”’ (tn 
Persian.) 


** Sambad Parnachandrodaya” 


Kakiniaé Rungpore 
Calcutta ‘s 
Bhowanipore 
Calcutta } 
Beauleah, Réjshéhye 
Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Mywmensingh 
Calcutta 
Hooghly 
Berhampore 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Dacca 
Comercolly 
Calcutta 
Chinsurah - 
Bethar, — 
Dacca 
Bhowanipore 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 
Bankipore, Patna 
Calcutta 


Weekly 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Daily 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Weekly 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Bengal Secretariat Press. 
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22nd March 1877. 
23rd April 1877. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
- ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. ° 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


23rd 
23rd 
25th 
25th 
26th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
28th 


28th: 


28th 
29th 
29th 
29th 
30th 
30th 


30th April and 2nd May 1877. 

— and 30th April “a [st to 3rd 
y 1877. 

oBehe to 30th April and Ist to 5th 


ditto 


May 1877. 


lst May 1877. 
28th April 1877. 
2nd May 1877. 

ditto. 
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